
BUGGIES on the BEACH 

The effect is benign 

The following is an excerpt from a report prepared for the U.S. National Park Service by Clifford A. Kaye, Research Geologist, and U.S. 
Geological Survey. 

"Since the beach provides the dune sand, it is helpful to keep the surface of the beach berm in a state that will most readily permit 
the drift of sand by wind. In periods of dry weather the beach berm develops a friable crust about one half to an inch thick from salt 
that has crystallized in the interstices of the sand. The crust prevents wind drift. It is easily broken however, by tracking with 
vehicles." 

In his list of recommendations Mr. Kaye states, "To promote natural fore dune formation obstructive sand traps should be used in 
the natural dune line. Snow fences and beach grass plantings are effective. In addition, salt crusts should be broken, probably by 
tracking with vehicles."   

The following is from testimony in a legislative hearing before the Subcommittee on Fisheries Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans of 
the Committee on Resources U.S. House of Representatives, One Hundred Seventh Congress, First Session, June 7, 2001. Mr. 
DeLeonard is Bob DeLeonard, NJBBA President. Mr. Saxton is Congressman Jim Saxton (R-NJ3). Mr. McDowell is Robert McDowell 
Director, Division of Fish and Wildlife, New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. 

Mr. Saxton. Mr. DeLeonard, is there any impact that you know of that would be negative in terms of the environment from 
fisherman's activities that we should know about. 

Mr. DeLeonard. The occasional tire tracks which come and go with the wind. In fact, it has been proven in a study on Fire Island that 
tire tracking on the beach is actually beneficial to the beach in that it breaks up the salt berm that builds up on the beach and allows 
for wind action to cause natural dune formation. 

Mr. Saxton. As a matter of fact, that was part of the testimony early in this process, wasn't it? Not today but previously.  

Mr. DeLeonard. Yes. That was in the 1973 testimony.  

Mr. Saxton. Ms. Cobb from the Sierra Club. 

Mr. DeLeonard. That is the analysis in there.  

Mr. Saxton. Recent reports, she says here actually show that tracking of heavy vehicles, such as beach buggies, can be beneficial 
during the winter months. They break up the heavy salt crusts that seem to form during the winter, and this permits the sand to 
blow more freely once more and to form dunes. Mr. McDowell, there is another area known as Island Beach State Park, which is 
under the auspices of the state and beach buggies are permitted there. Is that right? And if that is right, has there been any 
environmental problem that you can point to on Island Beach State Park? 

Mr. McDowell. No, because, first of all, everybody gets a permit to go on there, and the Beach Buggy Association has been very 
supportive of Island Beach State Park, so I know of no environmental impacts due to beach buggy use at Island Beach State Park. 

[The tournament that Director McDowell refers to has since been moved to May. There were 1200 vehicles on the beach on the day 
he references.] 

It is interesting that in October, the first weekend in October, we have the Governor's Cup Surf Fishing Tournament there, and there 
are beach buggies and families and all kinds of things going on the beach. And a couple of days later, you go back, you can't even tell 
they were there. 

Mr. Saxton. If I were to say that activities involving fishing, fisherman and beach buggies, in an environmental sense, are fairly 
benign. 

Mr. McDowell. Yes. And more than benign. They are the first people to blow the whistle on a problem out there in the ocean or on 
the beach on the barrier dunes. They are the sentinels of environmental quality when it comes to the ocean and the bay shore, in 
my experience. And I receive lots of the phone calls.     

  


